SERMON 


Preached in His 


Miajeſties Chappel 
[WHITEHALL 


The Eighth of February 168+, 


Being the Sunday after the Death of His late 
Sacred Majeſty King CHARLES the 
Second of Bleſſed Memory. 


—— 


By Thomas Horne, Fellow of Eaton Colledge, 
And Chaplain to His Late Majeſty. 


"YR 


LONDON: 


Printed for Robert Horne,at the South Entrance | 
of the Royal Exchange im Cornhill, 
MDCLXXXV. 


...—_—_— 


? 
I. * ; 4 
: s 
| x 
en 
* 
o - 0 
2 % þ 4 - ; 
: : 4 .- 
s - 
4 \ : 
% - » Fn _y 
© 6) 
- x Fe 
£ i ua 
o Y a F | 
. Fr J : 
* , . 
pa 
7 s » "Ss . 1 
R v 
a 7 P 
5 ; be. % Sg" $ 
. - \ : * 
_ - 


; Pans, bs” 
: Sn. »**; p / $ 


£ LL het. 1 


» 
Ly 
. 
% 
Me ho 


p 
"F 
—- 
- 
wy 


- «22* > 
« ®$ > "Il 
- on | ; ; 
F R @ +> 
. - : » i 
- hy ST ; 
- LI # ; 
FP | : 
| * CR ' $6 
o 
R —_— ” e * . d 
| 4 
. b e - . RN - i F 
: - 4 OT 
4 £ Lo, - 
$ -_ op"? « 
o oy 
— « 


4 Po * 
- Y , | | 
V4 : ; 

. 4 

p k 
5 % ; ; 
s, ! Us 
: Y ©,” p 
F1 _ ” - . 
3 v . . . 
: } 
s * - n 
" — | 
: 
b - 
b, [| 
"» 
- —_ . 
a ” 
o - _ 
* 
i 


1 The 5.19. 
Quench not the Spirit. 


T is well known with what vehemence 
this Text has been urged againſt the uſe 
of Liturgies ; and it has been made as 

manifeſt by Learned men , with how little 
juſtice it has been objeted. So that it 
would ſeem frivolous to meddle with it a- 
ny more ; but that the ObjeQtions riſe a- 
gain, after one would think they were de- 
feated: And the Principles are as ative, as if 
their Arguments were invincible. Wherefore 
ſince there is no end of objecting, it 1s al- 
lowable (I hope ) for us at leaft to confi- 
der the Queſtion over again, if it be but to 

| ſhew 


a tO SEE Hs ary 


OR SIN SIT 


A Sermon Preached 


ſhew that we are neither aſhamed of Our 
Reaſons, nor afraid of Theirs. And this I 
intend to do fairly , without any heat of 


 Controverſie; endeavouring rather to lay, 


than raiſe the duſt that in the heat of Skir- 
miſhes blinds the eyes of men, and follow- 
ing the native force and evidence of - truth. 
Though it be hard to forbear ſpeaking warm- 
ly to a Cavil which reproaches all our Wor- 
ſhip af God, and blaſts all thoſe Interceſ- 
ſions you put up this laſt Week in behalf 
of our dying Soveraign, the fervency of 


- which TI know not where to parallel. For 


if this Objeftion be true ; in all thoſe ſtrong 
Cries and Supplications, you took more than 
ordinary pains to Quench the Spirit. 


The Queſtion I intend to examine: is, 
Whether Forms of Prayer quench (or ftint ) 
the Spirit, as they uſe to ſpeak ? Which 
Queſtion, I will firſt fate plamly , and then 
propoſe the method of ſearching into 
It. 


The Queſtion will be clearly ſtated, by 
ſhewing, firſt, what 1s meant by Forms of 
| | Prayer 3 


—— 
— 
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Prayer ; Second]y » What it 1s to ſtint the 
Spirit. 


_— 


1. By Forms of Prayer , is meant either 
the determining before we pray, what things 
ſhall be the wratter of our Prayer, leaving 
the words to be moulded ex texepore ; or elſe 
the determining beforehand both what 
things to pray for, and alſo in what expref- 
ſjons. The former of theſe we may call a 
Form of Matter onely ; the latter, a Form 
of Matter and Words too : and both thele may 
be either mutable, or fixt as a conſtant Rule 
of Worſhip. 


2. By ftinting the Spirit muſt be meant 
either the hindering or quenching of the 
bleſſed Influence of the Holy Spirit of God 
upon our Souls in prayer ; or ele the infee- 
bling the vigour of Devotion in the ſpirit of 
wan ; the depreſſing our afteCtions in'their 
flight to the throne of Grace ; the ſmo- 
thering the pious zeal of the Heart, the 
extinguiſhing that holy fire of the Altar 
in which the Sacrifice of Prayer ſhould af- 
cend. _ f 
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The ſtate of the Queſtion therefore is 
this ; Whether a Form of Matter onely , or 
a Form of Matter and Words too, hinder ei- 
ther the Influence of the Spirit of God, or the 
Soul of man in prayer. 

Now becauſe when we look upon things 
in groſs, we ſee them confuſedly , and are 
apt to ſhuffle Truth and Falſhood together ; 
therefore I will reſolve Prayer into its ſim- 

leſt Principles, that we may judge more di- 
ſtintly of the Queſtion before us, accor> 
ding to this following method. 


Firſt, All publick Prayer in the Church 
is made up of the Prayers of ſingle per- 
ſons ; therefore we may conſider of Pray- 
er in one man, and ſee what quenches the 
Spirit in. him. 


Secondly, The Prayers of the Church are 
made up of variety of matter; as Confeſ- 
ſions of ſins, Praifes and Thankſpivings-, 
and of many Spplications for Spiritual and 
Temporal good things : wherefore we may 
{ele& one out of. one of theſe ſorts, and con- 
fider that diſtinctly. Suppoſe any man 


would . 


% 


UMI 
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would requeſt of our heavenly Father ſome 


one ſignal] bleſling ; as, that God would ſave 
the King, (which was your mournful Re- 


queſt, and muſt ſtill be your dutitul Prayer.) 


"But becauſe that would provoke a paſlionate 
ſorrow which bleeds yet, and IT would ra- 


ther ſpeak to your Judgment, I will ſuppoſe 
rather that a man intends to beg of God 
that gift of the Holy Spirit, which is promi- 
ſed in the 11th of St. Luke, v. 13. which 
we do pray for in the Lords Prayer , and 
frequently in the reſt of our Prayers. 


Thirdly, as in other Prayer, fo in this par- 
ticular ſupplication for Gods Spirit, we may 
conſider the outward prayer of Words, and 
the inward prayer of the Heart,from whence 
the outward ought to flow. 


The buſineſs is now drawn into a nar- 
row compals ; and the careful conſidering 
of it thus, will be ({ hope) a clue to lead us 
into a true judgment of the whole Queſti- 
ON. 


Firſt 
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Firſt then, this inward Prayer of the 
Heart is the Soul and Life of all Prayer, 
which God eſpecially requires, and therefore 
chiefly regards, and favourably accepts : 
Without this, the outward pouring forth of 
words is a noiſome carkaſs, whether we uſe 
a form of words, or new conceived fluen- 
cy. Words were made for man; not to 
help God to underſtand our meaning, who 
looks into a deſire, and ſearches thought ; 
who takes notice of the firſt ſprings of the 
motion of our mind towards him. This in- 
ward defire muſt be in all, whether publick 
or private Prayer, or nothing is done. Prayer 
may be without words, and words may be 
without prayer: for that is the very ellence, 
theſe are not. And from hence it follows, 
firſt, that words conceived extexzpore cannot 
be an ingredient neceſſary to make our 
Prayers accepted of God. Secondly, that 
the uſeful and neceſſary help or gift of the 
Spirit in Prayer, is to be placed in the in- 
ward Prayer ofthe Heart, and not in exprel- 
ons of words, where the life of Prayer is not. 
And this one confideration might be enough 
to 


at WHITEHALL, Cc. 
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to end all diſpute about extempore words of 
Prayer. 


Secondly, If a man addreſs himſelf to re- 
queſt of God this bleſling of his Spirit,though 
he ſupplicate without uttering one word, 
yet here is a form (a form of matter} and 
that as narrow as can be : for his Spirit can- 
not be more ſtinted, than when it petitions 
for one thing. If therefore this {o narrow 
a form does not quench the Spirit of God, 
nor hinder the flight of his Prayer to the 
Throne of Grace, nor obſtruct its entrance, 
nor make the mercy of God turn away his 
ear from attending to his fuit 3 what larger 
form can do it ? And to fatisfie us that this 
does in no wile hinder his Prayer, we may 
conſider further, 


That in the third place, every ſober 
Chriſtian, and man of ſenſe, will readily 
grant that he will pray more heartily and 
acceptably to God when he begs this grace 
of the Holy Spirit, if he go beforehand in- 
to his Cloſet and meditate on his own ma- - 


nifold frailties, and . conſequently his great - 
need .. 
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need of this grace. No man can deny that 
he ſhould fix and prepare his heart, by the 
conſideration of Gods fatherly goodneſs 
and bounty, eſpecially of his promilſe of gi- 
wing the Holy Spirit to them that ask it ; and 
all in order to the ſtrengthning his Faith, 
and dependance on God, and for the increa- 
fing his humility , and the ſetling his good 
purpoſes and attention. Certainly this 
ſhould be the work of our retirement be- 
fore we pray, without which our thoughts 
will be apt to play and wander at the time 
of Prayer, and the pantings of the heart will 
be more languid. 


But all this preparation bounds the Sp1- 
rit of a man to that particular matter which 
he is to ſue for, and this binding 1s the very 
thing which makes it a form; ſo that the 
more a man premeditates, the more is his 
Spirit bounded or ſtinted to his particular 
form of matter which he prays for ; and fo 
the more he is ſtinted, the better he prays. 

For this meditation reftrains the operati- 
ons of his Underſtanding, and by that means 


quickens his deſire 3 that is, it puts a ſtop 
to 
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to wandring thought, and fixes it upen: that 
one bleſſing he would: requeſt, and gathers 
together the ſcattered motions of the Aﬀe- 
Gion,and determines all his earneſt defire to 
that one-pot ;; whick reſtraint inflames Re- 
hgiows Zeal,and gives it a greater force: As 
winds are ſtrongeſt in their narrowelt paſla- 
ges , as a vaſt Ocean when it rolls all one 
way, and. beats with its. whole weight upon 
a Nreight Channel ; that very ſtinting of. it 
makes the Waves rage, and multiplies the 
{wiftneſs and vehemence of their motion be- 
yond imagination, that it. forces its way with 
irrefiſtible violence ; but when once. it has: 
paſſed from thence into a wide ſpace, and 
gained the room it ſtruggled for , there 
where the way is open and free, all its vigour 
is loſt in it ſelf, and becomes a: pacifick 
We may take notice by the way, that it 

1s advantageous ( which ſome complain of ) 
for the L##rgy: to be; divided-into ſeveral. 
diſtin& Prayers, that we may requeſt more. 
earneſtly while we determine-our: Souls to 
fingle petitions; whereas if all the Prayers were. 
made unto one long Oration,-we could. _ 
C O 
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fo eafily diſceen-where one Requeſt ends'and 
another |begins;;. fo. that-the intention of 
our minds would be Joſt, and 'ithe umndeter- 
mined vigour of defite be becalmed- as in' a 
wide Sea.':; The futn'o this is, that Preme- 
ditation on one figgle form, does, 'nod hinder 
bur kelp che Spiritof man. - 1011 015 £079 
It is hard to conceive how thae: which is: 
jo uſeful, ſo- neceffary' a preparativerro ſeri 
ous : Devotion,; ſhould zany wife: hinder the: 
Spirit of God on the: hearr ofmanin ſuppl: 
eation ;:yet leſt T ſhould:feem+to ſhift away- 
from rhe buſineſs, Þ will .confider this parti- 
cularly.-»'I a man: pray for the:conduGt of: 
Gods , gracious: Spirit , what: operations of 
the Spirit are needfut in this: Supplication ?- 
what are neceffary to attara the-end/Prayer; 
z. 6; acceptance with Ood 2. iF conceive that 
if he have a love of God and Goodneſs ,"'s- 
belief - of - that i Promiſe made by':Ohriſt, 
Lithe 11. 13. - a fervent defire:of :ohe prace 
of God, thumility, anda feriouvpur of. 
obeying ity direQion, ' his:Prayer will beiav- 
cepted;” Now: ferious premedifation;' ſuck 
as b have deſcribed, ii is the! very exerciſe -ot-. 
ald:thefe,» Confiderxtioy of theo fatheeby: 
"* 2Y good- 
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goddnes 18nd; i 
ChniR, is. che very exetdiſe of Faith in him; 
and a proper incitement to a greater love of 
him. The weighing with kiniſelfthe great 
and manifold impertettions . of hisi\corrapr 
nature, and therefore !his great want of 'the 
continyal | aids of: the 'Holy Spirit, kmdles 
ardent-defire, and-increafes hunmility:; which 
is alſo ftherediby reflecting on; his. own 
unwortbinefs, compared with the unlimited 


bounty, :and unmerited: goodaels of 1Goll; 


and all together are fro motives. itodbets 
unpaſes and:fronger iveſolutions; : jIs itt 
Poliible bat: the: cexarcite-of: Faith , Love; 
Zeal, Humility, and Refalution , ſhould 
hinder: the Spirits working thee very things? 
when they;are the pneparaticus of the:tuart, 
which, as Solomon lays,!Prow.' 16.1. wre:front 
the Lord... One might as well; ſay, that 
Pride, negle&of" God, or Tatideliry, Gn 
theoprrations of the: Holy Spirito © +. - | 
Again, if after this preparation bfheart,a 
man addreſs himſelf to the ſame Prayer in 
that very devout poſture of mind in which 
his medication-lefit hin; !afluntdly m—_— 


of, Kod: will perfectoghatar (elf:bepan, amd 
C 2 aſſiſt 


i promiſe of God made by 
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aſſit him more yet in chat Prayer to which 
it prepared: him. The Royal Prophet ſays, 
Pſal. 10. 17. that the Lord:hears the: deſire of 


th beneble.” hei will prepare their beart, and 


will cauſei:bis-earto-hear.. * 


Wherefore; fince both: the feſt chongies 


_ in the preparing meditation, and the follow- 


ing'deſires in act of Prayer,” are from God, 
it follows;that he who-confiders beforehand, | 
has'a portion of the Spirits help double to 
what the extempore man has, who knows not 
beforehand what he ſhall. pray, but i invents 
his ' petition in the-moment when he- pre- 
ſents.t. -So far: is a prepared form of mat- 
ter from hindring the good effe&s of Gods 
Spirit on the mind of man, that it'is a great 
fartherance. And from hence we pain al- 
ſo.a new. Argument for the: former Conelu- 
fion, z. e. that it does:not hinder the fetven- 
cy. of mans Spirit : For that which furthers 
the effeRs of Gads red cannot cm ours 
in the tral. 


. Letus _ on with.our ſingle Formand 


fifa that 'this Man reſolves with himſelf 


Rover, to: ceaſe from begging the promiſe 
Spirit: 
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Spirit of God, but to wreſtle daily for this 
great bleſſing ; here it. becomes a ſtated or 
preſcribed Form te him-, as much as if it 
were appointed by; Authority , and he were 
reſolved 'to: obey: it: and this is our caſe in 
praying by a Litnrgie.s And in this caſe 
neither is the Spirit of God quenched, nor 
the mans own Spirit hindred : . Not the Spi- 
rit of God, becauſe he obeys that command 


of our Saviour, in the 18 St. Luke, v. 1. to 


pray always and not to faint, 7. e.. not to give 
over the fame requeſt , as Chriſt explains 
 bhinfelf ia the words immediately following, 
by that Parable of the importunate Widow, 
who continued to ſollicite the unjuſt judge 
with the ſame ſuit, till ſhe: had obtained her 
defire ; | and therefore 1f . he ſhould not re- 
peat that Prayer, it would be- a negle& of. a 


plain duty ; which ſinful negle& muſt really 


hinder and queneh the Spirit. Nor can the 
mans own Spirit be ſaid-to be hindred, unleſs 
we will blaſphemouſly aftirm., that our. Sa- 
viour has given-ſuch a command- about . our 


Prayer, as hinders our Soul from praying # 


we:ſhould... 


TT 
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Now if wea oly whar has been ſaid his 
therto of one mans ſingle petition, to all the 
Prayers of aCongrepation , it :is manifeſt, 
that fince the moſt limiced Form does nat 
any wiſe quench the Spirit of God, or the 
Soul of Man; ſince if it does ſtant ourmind, 
it does it to advantage > by Ropping only 
the Tooſe roving of invencion , | whetting 
thereby the ſerious defire:'of rhe 'Soul ; our 
large and comprehenfive Forms cannot be a 
hindrance to pp-ogt by _ narrownels that 
1s in them. - 

The truth'is, we: continna : effehd our 
good God, frequently in the commiſſion of 
che ſame fins, and'in the omiffion of che 
ſame duries; -and they mult be. confefſed: 
moſt mercies we recewe-every day, iand 
every moinieht', and they >deſerve' mce({- 
fant thanks: the infinite and peerles perfe- 
Rions of Cod, are the ſame yeſterday, to day, 
and for ever , and therefore-the ſame praite 
endureth for ever : our needs are for the 
oſt part the fame, eſpecially our Spiritual 
ants, whnch require the moſt intenſive fer- 
VENCY 3 therefore the chief matter of Prayer 
1s ſuch as muſt not be changed. There 1s 
no 


——* ».. WE v7 
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19 ao fich place ip. the fybRance gf . Prayer for 
the new. invention, of” men, as ſome are apt 
to conceive. Shall we invent fins exterrpa- 
re to. confefs.befoxe: God ? we commit too 
many, .3nd i, will; take up-time enough to 
cqnlider. well:of: ther. Can weinvent At- 
tibutes in Gad. to, magnific, ?. ; they are im- 
mutable,. Can we jovens mereies to thank 
him. fox. hefides what we. have received ? 
that imagination is. vain; , and.unworthy of 
God ; lets offer aur thanks with gratitude 
for what we bave received. : Or ſhould we 
invent new Topicks. of Bleſſings to. ask. of 
him-2 - Jet us firſt: confides what. we flanks 
and requeſt thoſe things ſcrioully.. - 

"There is ove-thing neceſſary, which we are 
every day to; fegk.:: we always: want the 
grace of God, and muſt always pray for it.; 
we need the heavenly food ,' and muſt daily 
PRI God would gz2/e-us ever more flu : 

red 

IT acknowledge. that if a wjan ſhayld pray 
daily for one particular matter onely;; ſo as 
to exclude others that are necefiary ; or p 
our -pablick Prayers omitted fome.unportant 
——_— and - we were: hindered from: com: - 
pleating - 


—_— ——_—_ 4. ——_—_— mz 
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pleating our neceſſary Petitions ; then the 
Spirit would be ſtreightned. But what is 
wanting in the Litzrrgie that it is fit to beg 
of God ? what would any of us want 'f 
God ſhould grant us all that is contained 
In the Lords Prayer, in the full extent of it? 
or 'what want is there which we cannot ad- 
dreſs our ſelves to God for in a ſhort Ejacu- 
lation, in the - time of publick Prayer, or 
elſe in private, and ſo compleat the ſup- 
poſed defeft of the Liturgie * This we can 
do if we are in earneſt, and therefore no- 
thing can hinder us, but-onely our ſelves: 
When there is a prepared Heart, there is 
nothing without can put a ſtop to the 

inward operations of mans Spirit ; nothin 
can obſtru& the courſe of the thoughts, 
or block up the Will from defiring ; no 
power on earth can ſtop the freedom of 
Its courſe ; no obſtacle mn N ature can reach 
It. | 
I have ſpoken as fully as is fit to the 
form of Matter, not wholly omitting to 
ſpeak of Words ; and much more need not 
be ſaid of them, but- that the people of 
our Nation have an unaccountable _— 
or 
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for the extempore eftuſton of the words 
of Prayer ; though they love not that 
phraſe extempore Prayer, but chooſe to call 
it conceived Prayer. Their opinion of it 
is ſtrange, becauſe all men muſt acknow- 
ledge that the Life of Prayer is in the de- 
fire of the inward man, and that words are 
but the outward dreſs of Prayer, and that 
the Spirit and Life of Prayer cannot be 
in that which 1s but the outward part; 
yet when the Miniſters of the Church of 
England ule the Forms preſcribed (ſuppoſe 
in the Viſztation of the Sick, ) many of the 
common people think that they have little 
or nothing of the Spirit of Prayer in them, 
becauſe they do not invent a new Prayer ; 
and no good is done, unleſs ſome private 
perſon comes and prays for ſome time with 
a multitude of ready utterance : then they 
think there 1s the Spirit of Prayer ; which 
ſhews that they are verily per{waded that 
that there is more of the Spirit in Words 
than really there is. 

And the name they give to this extempore 
utterance 15 as ſtrange : for no reaſon can 
be given why that which is not thought of 

WB :; be- 
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before, but invented in the moment of ut- 
terance, ſhould be called conceived Prayer, 
ro diſtinguiſh it from other Prayer : for 
certainly that which is premeditated and 
thought of frequently before, and alſo in 
the time of Prayer, 1s conceived too ; and 
the more it 1s thought of, the mote con- 
ceived. 

However,let us conſider whether a Form 
of Words hinders either the Work of the 
Spirit of God, or the Spirit of man in 
Prayer. That they do not hinder the Spi- 
rit of God, I argue firſt from hence, That 
it cannot be proved that the Spirit of God 
does always give new expreſlions of Prayer. 
Suppoſe in the firſt place, that the Spirit did 
once give a man the very Words of Prayer, 
and he ſhould conſtantly uſe thoſe Words, 
he would pray as the Spirit gave him utte- 
rance; and yet this would be a Form of 
Words. And ſuch a Spiritual Form of 
Words is the Lord's Prayer. Now there is 
no juſt reaſon to think the Spirit ſhould 
continually change thoſe firſt Words for 
new : for as the Apoſtle reafons, Heb. 8. 7. 


_—_ the COR If the firbt Co- 


Venans. 
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wenant had been faultleſs, there had been no 


need of the ſetond; 1o there is no need of 


new Words unleſs the firſt had been faul- 
ty. And beſides this, the rules which are 


given in Holy Writ, for the manner of 


framing our Words, argue that the Spirit 
did not intend alway to indite the Words, 
but leave them to man : as that Rule 
which Solomon gave, Ecclel. 5.2. Be not raſh 
with thy month, and let not thine heart be haſty 
toutter any thing before God : for God 3s in bea- 
ven,and thou upon earth;therefore let thy words 
be few. And our Saviours rule, 6 Matth. 7. 
Not to uſe vain repetitions as the Heathen , or 
to think we ſhall be beard for much ſpeaking : 
and v. $, 9. it is manifeſt that he purpoſely 
gave his prayer in few words,to prevent the 
uſing many words 1n prayer : Be not ye there- 
fore like untothem, 1. e. 1n multiplying words; 
for your Father knoweth what things ye have 

need of, before ye ask him. After this manner 

therefore pray ye : Our Father, &c. That 

1s, in this ſhort way , therefore that ye may 

avoid much ſpeaking. Another rule the ex- 

ample of Solomon aftords, in 2 Chron. 6, 

throughout, whole prayer is made up chiefly 
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of the words of Gods promiſes to his Fa- 


ther. What need of giving us rules for 


our Words, if the Spirit gives the Words? 
or of what uſe are the Rules when given, 
if we are not to do it ? | 

Secondly, Iargue from the general opini- 
on of thoſe who love extenpore prayer,con- 
cerning the Spirit of God ; tor they gene- 
rally ſay, thatthe work of the Spirit is after 
an irreſiſtable manner upon the Ele&, and 
therefore-it cannot be hindred there ; and as 
for the Reprobate, if any work of the Spitit 
be hindred>in- them, it can do no-hurr. 

Eerus ſee in the next place,whether Forms 
of Words hinder the Spirit of man. 

There are but theſe three uſes of Words 
that T can think of in Prayer; Firſt,to expreſs 
the matter or thing which we beg of God. 
Secondly,to' exprels our deſire of that which 
we pray for, z.e. the carneſtneſs or height of 
our deſire. Thirdly, to kindle affeCtion in 
them that hear us. I can name no more,un- 
leſs it be by Words to win upon God, and 
perſwade him to hearken and grant ; which 
t hope no-man dares to think. 


Is As 
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1. As to the firſt, I cannot fee how 
Forms of Words ſhould hinder our Spirit, 
but by ſtinting the mind to the things which 
they. fignite. Now if a man were to pray 
that Prayer, which I have ſo often ſpoken of, 
for the promiſed Spirit of God; let the 
Words be varied an hundred ways, whether 
extexrpore or by meditation , yet ftill (it the 
expreſſions are not fooliſh, but fit to ſignifie 
the matter) they all mean the ſame thing ; 
and fo the mind 1s as much tyed to the ſame 


{ubjet., as if there were but one fort of 


expreſſion : and therefore if a Form of 
Matter does not hinder us , neither does a 
Form of Words. 


2, ButI verily believe that it is not the 


Matter ſo much;as the intenſe ardor of thetr 
defire , * which the men that ule extempore 
prayer. would fain expreſs by Words; which 
fruitleſs endeavour I confeſs a' Liturgie hin- 
ders indeed. They would : ſhew- either to 
God or the People how much they are. in- 
earneſt ; how vehemently they part after 
the living God : they would find words to 
ſignifte. 
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ſignifie how much they hunger and thirſt af- 
ter righteouſneſs. But there are no living 
words that can fully expreſs the degrees of 
affection, or the heights of deſire, any more 
than there are colours to paint the {wiftneſs 
of an arrow : therefore though they labour 
for Words, and ſtretch invention, yet the 
unalterable groans cannot be uttered. But 
becauſe they - think they may come ſome- 
thing nearer, as the invention grows warm, 
they try it over again, and ſtrive to find new 
ways; and this delightful play of the inven- 
tion , they think to be like Fob's pleading 
with the Almighty, and Facobs wreſtling for 
the bleſſing ; and that this can come from 
nothing but the Spirit, and that therefore 
Forms quench the Spirit. 

But this proceeds from an opinion , that 
there is more of the Spirit -of Prayer in 
Words, than there 1s really; and from a 
perſwaſion that there 1s more need of ex- 
preſſing in Words the fervour of our Zeal, 
than in truth there is: for beſides that the 
thing cannot be done, yet if it could, there 
is noneed of wording our aftection to God, 


who knows our needs, and the {incerity of 
our 
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our deſire : and to men we ſhould not be 
over-defirous to. expreſs it , becauſe it lies 
open ſo muck to oſtentation 3 it proceeds 
alſo from a forgetiulnels of Solomon's advice, 
that God is in heaven, and we are upon earth, 


and therefore our words ſhould be few, Ecclel. 
5. 2. 


A third uſe of Words is to raiſe our Af- 
fecions, which extempore Prayer pretends 
much to; and therefore it 1s commonly 
objected, that the conſtant uſe of a Litargy 
makes the people pray lazily. It is true in- 
deed, that extewpore Prayer has raiſed mn the 
people an affeGion to the men of that way, 
and a ſcorn of Forms. It is true, that va- 
riety of paſſionate words does pleaſe the 
ears of men ; But that it has made the peo- 
ple more Serious and truely Devout, is not 
{o true: there is nothing which unconſidered 
words can do, which ſerious conſideration 
beforehand of the Majeſty of the Great 
God, and of the weighty things we are to 
requeſt, will not do a great deal better, and 
without the danger of ſudden invention 3 for 


in the multitude of words there is vanity, and 
one . 
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one mean-expreſlion or fooliſh word is apt 
to ſpoil more ſerious devotion in the hearer, 
than can be mended again in a great while : 
and it is this vanity of words which Forms 
are deſigned to hinder. 


And whereas it is objected that a Liturgy 
makes men pray lazily, it ought to be con- 
ſidered whether ſomething elſe has not 
deadned the Devotion beforehand, when 
the Liturgy is accuſed of it. 

If 1 approach before God with a ſenſeleſs 
mind, with deſires after wickedneſs, or bent 
wholly on this world , this does quench the 
Spirit of God , and take away the life of 
Prayer. For how can we pray for the gui- 
dance of the Spirit of God, while we have 
ſome ſin reigning in us which will not let us 
yield to the condud of his Grace ? if I come 
with an unprepared careleſs heart, not conſi- 
dering either the great Majeſty of God, or 
the Bleſſings I ſhould pray for, I have alrea- 
dy murdered my own Devotion, and my 
Prayer will be formal whether I pray extexr- 
pore or by a Form. It we regard not the 
mercies'of God, how can we give thanks a- 


right ? 
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right? if weaccount lightly of the Offences 
we have committed againſt the'Lord of the 
whole Earth , or intend to commit them 
again, or care not if we do, all our Confel- 
fions will be onely in words. If a man 
come with a prejudice againſt a Form, or a 


ſcern of our Litzrgy, the ardency of Prayer 


is already extinguiſhed. So that many times 
the Devotion is ſlain beforehand, and the 
Liturgy is accuſed of it, becauſe it does not 
raiſe the dead. 

Let men bring hither a prepared and un- 
prejudiced heart, let them lay afide the love 
of words, and ſcorn of our Prayers, let 
them come full of reverence to God and 
truſt in him, with ſerious thankfulneſs, fer- 
vency, contrition , and Religious reſoluti- 
ons, and then ſee whether a Form can hin- 
der them. | h 

Another frequent Pretence or Objection 
there is, that the Forms preſcribed, tye us up 
ſo that we cannot enlarge our Spirit accor- 
ding to the extraordinary caſes that may 
happen... Suppoſe a man is under any Spiri- 
tual deſertion ,- or heavy affliction, or fallen 
ito ſome heinous fin, or has received ſome 


E freſh 
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freſh comfort , or any great blefling ; here 
are not Prayers enoagh for theſe emergent 
occaſiens,and this ſeems to hinder our Spirit. 
This I call a pretence 3 for commonty it is 
ſo : becauſe extraondinary caſes are not a 
reaſon againſt the grdmnary ule of Litnrgres. 
_ As to the ObjeRion in thoſe extraordmary 

caſes, I iay, that beſides the proviſion made 
m the Liturgie for many caſes , belades the 
extraordinary Fornis put forth by Authority 
for publick cafes ; this does net hinder our 
Prayer, 2.e. the earneſt requeſt af the Soul, 
but only the exprefling our cafe particular- 
ly. But nexther Forms of Prayer , nor ex- 
texapore conccived Prayer , can particularly 
exprels every cale that may happen to-every 
private man ;z neither 5 there ſo much need 
of : reporting our caſcs particularly before 
God, for he knows whereof we have need, 
and what we.do but deſire. When QChrift 
bids as pray thus for the Neceſlaries af this 
life, Give 45 this day aur dathy bregd; do you 
think our Father knows pot that we want 
rayment and;health too?or that he will forget 
to. give them, becauſe they are-notexprefly 
mextioned this were $0. think the wndes- 
ſtanding 
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ſtanding or bounty of God are ſtraight and 
narrow ke ours. - 

Tf it be meant that a Form of Words 
cannot comprehend our particular cafe , or 
that our Spirit is fo detained thereby , that 
we cannot enlarge our ſelves fo as to reach 
our caſe; this is a very grok miſtake, for 
want of confidering the general and com- 
prehenfive words in which our Common 
Prayers are expreſt. 
- I'will exphain my ff by one inſtance for 
many, in thoſe wordsof Confeſſion , We 
have done thofe things which we ought 101 to 
have done, &c. Suppoſe that one man of 
the Congregation has fallen into ſome great 
fins, and another has been guilty of others, 
and fo on: After we have confidered every 
one privately thofe particular fins in which: 
each one has offended God, we can all an- 
burden our Conſciences before God, and ac- 
knowledge to him our ſeveral offences , 
though we uſe the ſame words ; becauſe 
they are large and general, and fo compre- 
hend all our particular fins. Apply, the ſame 
to Thankſpiving,to Praiſe, and Supplication, 


_ and the caſe will be very clear ; for theſe are 
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the great parts s' of \ our- Prayer. + But this 
previous conſideration is the great labour of 
real Prayer,which moſt men love to eſcape. 
Whatever extraordinary caſe happens.ta 
any of us, ſtill preparation 1s needjul before 
we approach unto God in Prayer. And 
for this reaſon the conſtant uſe of extempore 
Prayer 10: publick, does and muſt hinder the 
real Spirit of Prayer , hecaule ir hiriders the 
preparation of heart to' all that ſhall be 
pray'd for. For if the Miniſter change e- 
very time his Wards and. Matter , or if. he 
reſerves. to himſelf - whether he will change; 
or how much, . it is-utterly .impoſlible for. 
the Auditors any.more than to gueſs what 
he. will ſay.. | And: how then can.they. pre- 
pare-their hearts for. the particular: gs 
which he ſhall-chance:to pray:for. -; i. ; 5: 
L wiſh thoſe who ſcorn onr F "baba Bey? 
conſider, where the life . of. Prayer is, .and' 
contend. earneſtly: for. that. i. It: cahnot be 
in'Words, and theretore ' they. ſhould'place: 
no more in them than they are capable of. 
Prayer is not an exerciſe for mens parts,not 
to.ſhew ready invention;or elocutioh,(tmick 
leſs PROS but humble. —_— and Faith 1 - 
Go 
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God : . God is not - taken either with ſounds, 
or outward:geſtures, that pleaſe the eyes and 
ears: of. men; but with: ſincerity. and 
uprightneſs, which man. cannot. difcern; 
Theſe may bei where there are no. variety. of 
delightful Words, and-paſſionate exclama- 
tions ; and the petitions are then accepted. 
On the ether fide, all the,outward ſhews of 
zeal may. be without the life of Prayer ; and 


then the Words beat the air,and-return emp. | 
ty ;-: and God-is offended too. The abnn- - 


dance of melting words may come from the 
hears 3.bjus. they: may; ot: core from! thence 3 
and what man knows the-heart of another ? 


And ifall-do come fram-the real zeal of him - 


who ſpeaks; yet it.js yout faith and ferven- 
cy,, fot. meerly his;- that: will-procure you a 
bleſſing from:God:; Whetefare we ſhould 


labour to: weati ou ſelves from this--love of 


the new words of Prayer , and; Nirive 
earneſtly for the inward and Spirgn; 

of Prayer, which none can depricve us.of-; 
in words we may be deceived,and im all that 


15-outward ;. in this-we cannot.. Fhe Publy- - 


cans: prayer had but few words,and that was 
accepted; the Phariſee-prayed thrice as long; 


and returned empty. Why. : 


MI 
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Why ſhould any man preſume t to offer 
ts God any thing unconſidered : the words 
of raſbneſs, andthe froth of the lip ! why of 
all perſons ſhould any man chooſe to triffe 
with the Majeſty of the Living God ?: Bur 
when through a haſt to utter any thing be- 
fore God, men have ſpoke unadviſedly with 
the Tongue ; and have not conſidered that 
they doevil, it is adding mad preſumption 
to the ſay, the Lord has done it ; or that his 
wiſe Spirit has put ic into their heart to utter 
vanity. 

And/let us who: are fatisfied that Formsds 
not querch the Spirit , take care of our Ad- 
dreſſes to God, chat we do not quench the 
Spirit of Prayer by negligent approach to ' 
him. | Sitice wewho pray by a Lirargie,have 
this advantape of-rhoſe who do not,thit we 
know beforehand what Petitions we are to 
put up,that we can conſider and weifth them 


all, which they cannot 3 let us not looſe the 


advantage, and offer extemporary deſires -be- 
fore God. Let private meditarion prepare 
us for onr publick Prayer, that our thoaghts 
being fixed beforchand, and our fervent de- 


fire kindled, we may enter into the Houſe of 
God 


- ET 


at WHrTEHALL, Cc. 


—_—_____w_ 


God ſo full of awful reverence, that there 


may be no room fer Ievity and rambling 


maginations : that irreverence and carcleſ- 
nels being bangſhed away, we may have no- 


thing to do but to confeſs with good purpo- 
ks, and pray earneſtly, and give thanks with 


joy and gratitude, and be more ready to hear 
than to offer the Sacrifice of, Fools 3, that we 
may {ay with the Royal Prophet , My heart 
is fixed O God, my heart is fixed, Iavill feng 


and give prajſe, and fo of the other parts of 


our Worſhip. And then I doubt not, but 


the experience of upright men would de- 


cide this queſtion in favour of Litargies , as 
effectual as any thing, unlels the publick ex- 
tenepore Prayers had beep printed,asthe Com- 
mon Prayer is ; which weuld have extinguiſht 
all their glory, as the Sepulchral Lamps go 

out when they are expoſed tothe Light. 
They who never have been uled to 
Forms, or :come not with an unprejudiced 
intent to pray heartily by them, can be no 
judpes whether Forms hinder the Spirit; 
whether are they judges who ſeem to like 
the Common Prayer , but brigg no Devoti- 
on to it. I appeal to the ſerious devout 
perſons 
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perſons of this place,who continually attend 


-upon Prayer; whoſe zealous devotionis re- 


markable and exemplary, who are there- 


fore competent 'judges. Did you ever ap- 
oach with a Religious ſenſe of the Maje- 


ty of God, with a real deſire to requeſt a- 
ny bleſſing of him, and were hindred by 
the Liturgie? have you not rather found 
that every expreſſion was weighty, and ad- 


ded to your confiderate zeal ? 


I appeal to your Devotion this laſt week, 
ſo fervent and unwearied. Did not. your 
hearts biitn within you at every interceſſion 
you fo earneſtly put up for our late Dread 
Soveraign? you ſeemed to pray as if you 
were in all hisweakneſs,and felt all his pains, 
from the firſt 'aſtoniſhing ſtroak to his laſt 
gaſp. You were with him in all:the com- 
fortable, the fearful and deſpairing changes : 
you ſeemed to groan with the Agonies of 
his Death:' you carried your Tears and 
Prayers, hour after hour, from the Cloſer to 
this place with ſome impatience, waiting for 
the next opportunity of imploring God a- 
gain for him , and rejoycing .when it was 


£ome 3 as if every one were mourning over 


their 
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their firſt born,, And when the laſt ſad 
news came, you ſubmitted to Gods provi- 
dence, and rejoyced in a peaceable Succeſli- 
= as much as paſſionate grief could give 
Cave. 


You have really ſet your ſelves a pattern 


of fervent Prayer for your whole life, If 


ever you would requeſt of God any great 
bleſſing , remember how you prayed this 


week; and let your own example ſtir up: 


your Devotion for the future. 


And take care that you do not quench the 
Spirit , by a perſwaſion that God hearkned 
not to you, becauſe he granted not that deſi- 
red life. For your dutiful and Loyal Devo- 
tion is yet acceptable to God, which is a de- 
firable end of Prayer. We are taught to 
cloſe our daily Prayers with this ſubmiſſion 
to his wiſdom and goodneſs, Fulf:l now O 
Lord the deſires and petitions of thy ſervants 
as may be moſt expedient for them. And if.we 
pray with Faith in him,we ought to be per- 


ſwadcd that what he docs 1s moſt expedient - | 


for HS, 


F Where-- 
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Wherefore turn now the force of your 
Loyal Devotion, to thanks for aur Gracious 
Soveraign , and Prayers for Gods bleſſing 
on him, for a Juſt and Wile, a long and 
peaceable _ 


